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attention has recently been directed to the fisheries of
India. This is a subject which has hitherto been
little cared for, but which appears likely to prove of
considerable economic importance.'

As far back as 1854, the Court of Directors, quot-
ing the words of a distinguished educational authority
in Bengal, had declared there was no 'single advantage
that could be afforded to the rural population of India,
which would equal the introduction of an improved
system of agriculture/    Lord Mayo more than once
had to point   out the very serious   practical   and
economic difficulties which lay in the way of introduc-
ing any such change from above.    But while fully
realizing those difficulties, he believed that somethirig
might be done by the Government setting the example
in small model farms, and proving quite silently but
visibly to the cultivators the value of improvements
by the result of actual experiments-    ' In Europe/ he
said, ' progress in this direction has been mainly based
on private effort, and by the application of the intelli-
gence of the agricultural classes themselves to the
ends in view.    In almost all civilised countries, how-
ever, in which, unlike England, the form of Govern-
ment is centralized, the efforts of  the people are
powerfully aided   by the   co-operation of a State
Department of  Agriculture, which works   in   part
directly through its own agency, and in part through
agricultural and other societies.    Even in India, such
societies have been extremely useful, and they might
properly   receive   more   encouragement   from   the
Government than has hitherto been given to them.